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B E F O R E  W E  B E G I N

Close Your Eyes for a Moment

Picture a surgeon. Picture an Olympic
swimming champion.

Who did you picture? Open your eyes — let's talk about why that matters.
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Intersectionality

While each aspect of identity presents its own risk 
factors for IV, there is potential risk based on the 
intersecting aspects of identities.74 As Gurgis et al
108 contend, critical safe sport topics to address, 
such as racism, ableism, sexism, misogyny and 
heterosexism, can uniquely define (un)safe 
experiences of sportspeople.108 Systemic 
discrimination remains a significant threat to 
individual welfare, thus, an intersectional approach 
should be used when striving for safe sport: a 
reality which might not yet be possible across 
sports, cultures, or contexts, or experienced equally 
by those with differing intersecting identities.105 
106 125

— ITuakli-Wosornu YA, Burrows K, Fasting K, et al. IOC Consensus 
Statement, (2024

Sexual
Orientation

Ethnicity
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SEX AT BIRTH
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DISABILITY
LANGUAGE
RELIGION

RACE
GENDER

https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-74
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-108
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-108
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-105
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-105


T H E  E V I D E N C E

A Global Safeguarding Standard
IOC Consensus Statement on Interpersonal Violence (IV) and Safeguarding in Sport, 2024

SOGIESV

Sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, or sex 

variations

Race & Ethnicity

A person's background and cultural identity

Age

Younger and older athletes can face different risks

Dis/ability

Physical, sensory, or cognitive difference

These factors sit at the innermost level of sport's safety system — where they meet, risk can multiply.

Tuakli-Wosornu et al., Br J Sports Med, 2024 4



Section 3: Individual and interpersonal determinants of IV in sport

A wide array of individual and interpersonal variables shape the nature of 

human responses. Recent literature identifies an added layer of 

complexity: the intersection of overlapping forms of oppression and 

discrimination. Intersectionality has been adopted to facilitate the 

multilayered understanding of socially constructed experiences that 

cannot be understood simply by examining individual aspects 

separately,73 which are greater than the sum of their parts.74 This section 

explores individual/interpersonal-level variables such as sexual 

orientation, gender identity/expression or sex variations (SOGIESV), 

race/ethnicity, age and dis/ability, as they relate to IV experiences in sport 

which function at the innermost level of the socioecological model.

Tuakli-Wosornu YA, Burrows K, Fasting K, et al. IOC consensus statement

IOC Consensus Statement

https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-73
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/58/22/1322#ref-74


Rebecca Cheptegei
Olympic Marathon Runner National Record Holder Mother of Two

Sergeant, Uganda People's Defence Force

We honor her memory — and the voices of every Rebecca.

Source: BBC News 5

Olympic athlete Rebecca Cheptegei dies after being set alight by ex-boyfriend | BBC News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOTEI4m009A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOTEI4m009A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOTEI4m009A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOTEI4m009A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOTEI4m009A


T H E  P O L I C Y  L A N D S C A P E

United States (U.S.) of America and International

Title IX (1972): a U.S. law banning sex discrimination in 

any school program that receives federal funding —

including sports.

1972

Title IX signed into law

1974

Regulations extended to

intercollegiate athletics

2024

IOC Consensus Statement

on safeguarding

2025

Title IX guidance on

athlete pay revoked

Legal protections for athletes continue to change. Staying informed is part of safeguarding.

U.S. Dept. of Justice · ESPN, 2025 6



S P O R T S  E Q U I T Y  L A B  A P P R O A C H

Building Fairer Systems: The Three C's

Culture

Shifting norms so every athlete is seen 

and valued.

Connection

Building a global network of partners 

and changemakers.

Care

Centering the human being behind 

every athlete.

“The conditions from which sustainable excellence emerges.”
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Sports Equity Lab 

Sports Equity Lab: 100% Athlete Led



I N  P R A C T I C E

How We Take Action

Education

Training and resources for 

coaches, families, and athletes.

Storytelling

Lifting up real voices and lived 

experiences in sport.

Summits

Gathering changemakers to 

build solutions together.

Innovation

Trying bold, unimagined ideas 

— and being brave enough to 

test them.
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C A L L  T O  A C T I O N

Refuse to Do Nothing

Join a global community of changemakers working toward sport that is safer and fairer for 

everyone.

sportsequitylab.org
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https://vimeo.com/1146756449?fl=ip&fe=ec
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Thank You
Hadiya Green, PT, DPT, MPH  ·  Sports Equity Lab
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